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Dear VFW Auxiliary members, 

Our School of Instruction is now history, and I was so pleased with the outstanding attendance and 

interaction we had.  Traditionally the school is a little more relaxed, and we all enjoyed that.  On Friday night 

the program chairmen wowed everyone with their colorful engaging displays.  I gravitated to the spinning 

wheels and, of course, the ladder of plants caught my eye.  There was so much information for the attendees 

and there were even prizes that you could win. 

On Saturday thes chairmen gave a short promotion/commercial for their programs.  By now some of you have 

your Crisis Line Garden flag in a flowerpot at your post.  We will have those flags for sale at Fall Conference.  

I love it when I see those flags on Facebook.  They can save lives by getting a veteran the help needed when 

one is in crisis.  Also start planning where you’re going to establish your lending library and what books you’re 

going to offer.  See the youth program for resources that will help you. 

Buddy Poppies adorned gorgeous watering cans on Saturday reminding everyone that we are “Growing 

Stronger for Our Veterans.”  It was such a difficult task for the judges to pick the top 3.   

I had a good time giving everyone a glimpse of flowers in my yard through my PowerPoint leadership 

presentation.  But each of those slides had an important message.  For example, be a beautiful flower and look 

your very best as officers and members.  Wear the Auxiliary apparel proudly and remember that “Words 

Never Die” so choose your words carefully.  Our Jeopardy game gave us important information and brought 

out that spirit of competition.  

                                                                                     

VFWA President  

Department of Florida  
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The VFW Post 4250 Auxiliary, known as The 
Little V, delivered school supplies to three 
elementary schools. 
 

Angela Santos Post 4781 Auxiliary generously supplied 
the brand-new school in Marion Oaks with a large 
amount of essential school supplies. 
 

VFW Post 10084 
Auxiliary in Lake 
Panasoffkee packed 
backpacks with 
school supplies to 
support their  
local elementary 
school. 
 

Back to School! Auxiliary School Supply Drives 

 

 

 

 

VFW Post 8095 Auxiliary in Jasper partnered with the 
Hamilton County Alcohol & Other Drug Prevention 
Coalition on August 8, 2026, for their Drive-Through 
Bookbag Giveaway. 
 

 

VFW Dumas 
Hartson Post 
8189 Auxiliary 
in Homosassa 
packed 
backpacks  
with school 
supplies to 
support 
Homosassa  
elementary 

school. 
  

 

  

On August 20, 2026, Eugene Quinn VFW Post 4337 

Auxiliary members delivered donated school 
supplies to Inverness Primary School, where 
Youth Adviser Mrs. Tyler gratefully accepted the 
contributions. 
 

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

                                                                                       

 

 

Get to know your Districts! 

 

VFW Post 4252 in 
Hernando honored 
POW/MIA service 
members by creating a 

dedicated POW Table 
inside their helicopter 
display, offering a solemn 
reminder of those who 
have not returned home. 

Submitted by: Bill Pepito- 

Auxiliary President 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citrus County Breaks Ground on New VA Clinic 
  Bill Pepito, Auxiliary President of VFW Post 4252 in Hernando, attended the July 24 groundbreaking 

ceremony for the new James A. Haley Veterans' Hospital and Clinics in Lecanto, a major expansion to 

more than 60,000 square feet to better serve the area’s 17,000 veterans. District 7 VFW Commander 

Shawn Howard led the Pledge of Allegiance, with key remarks delivered by District County 

Commissioner Diana Finegan and keynote speaker Congressman Gus Bilirakis of District 12. Bill, 

accompanied by his wife Sharon Pepito, also captured photos with the speakers and Commander 

Howard as part of #auxiliariesinaction. 
 

 

 

  



  

Remember: Report, Report, Report! 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

August 2026 School of Instruction 

  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 August 2026 School of Instruction - Continued 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



  

Instruct members on the proper salute, 
the pledge of allegiance, and how to stand 
at attention or parade rest. 

1. Do not let the flag touch the ground. 
2. Do not fly flag upside down unless there  

is an emergency. 
3. Do not carry the flag flat or carry things in it. 
4. Do not use the flag as clothing. 
5. Do not store the flag where it can get dirty. 
6. Do not use it as a cover. 
7. Do not fasten it or tie it back. Always allow it to fall free. 
8. Do not draw on or otherwise mark the flag. 

 

Monthly Program Focus: Americanism 
Program Goals 

Flag Education, POW/MIA Recognition, 
Star Family Recognition 

 

Organize efforts to educate the community on 
the importance of flag etiquette. Topics include 
folding the flag, respectful disposal of the flag, 
and displaying the flag. 
Encourage members of your Auxiliary 
to volunteer in schools and community 
centers. 
Recognize outstanding flag displays by 
businesses and/or organization by presenting a 
certificate of appreciation from your Auxiliary. 
Flag retirement ceremonies, ceremonies that 
honor our flag serve as one of the most 
beautiful forms of respect for our Country 

 

 

Help everyone find your posts and reels 
on social media by using the hashtag: 

#AmericanismFL  

Lanaie Reed                           
Americanism Chairman 
Dept of Florida 2026-2027 
AmericanismFL@gmail.co
m 

 

 
 

The Missing Man Table Ceremony 
The table is set for a single person to represent the frailty of a lone prisoner and symbolize their absence. 

• White Tablecloth: Symbolizes the purity of their intentions when answering the nation's call. 
• Empty Chair: Signifies that the service member is not present. 
• Single Red Rose / Yellow Ribbon: Reminds families and friends of the ongoing hope for return. 
• Slice of Lemon & Salt: Represents the bitter fate of captivity and the tears of waiting families. 
• Inverted Glass: Indicates that the missing cannot toast with the attendees that evening. 
• Candle: Symbolizes the enduring light of hope. 

 

 
Flag Display Protocol 
• Single Flagpole: The POW/MIA flag must fly 

directly below and be no larger than the 
United States flag. 

• Separate Flagpoles: The U.S. flag must always 
be placed to the right (the observer's left) of all 
other flags. 

• Mandatory Dates: Public law mandates 
displaying the flag on six national 
observances: Armed Forces Day, Memorial 
Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day, and Veterans Day. 

• Indoor Presentation: Official indoor sets 
(like the Sunward Flag Presentation Set) 
feature an 8-foot oak pole paired with a 
weighted brass stand and ceremonial nylon 
flags. 
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School of Instruction Buddy Poppy Displays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 



 

  

 

At the VFW & Auxiliary National Convention in 

Reno, Nevada, members—including 2026-2027 
Department of Florida President Kathy Wright and 
Department Secretary Debbie Tilley—joined 
together to pack tomato seeds for distribution to 
communities supporting local community gardens. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 Patriots Pen & Voice of 
Democracy 2026-2027 Theme: 
“What a Veteran Taught Me 
About America”                                           
 

Deadlines: 
 

Local Post Submission:             
October 31, 2026 
 

District VFW Chairman:  
November 15, 2026 
 

Department VFW Chairman: 
December 15, 2026 

 

 

National Convention Activities 

 

 

Digital Submission Transition: 
VFW National has updated 
promotional materials and 
flyers with QR codes directing 
students to submit their essays 
and audio recordings 
electronically via the 
Scholarship APP platform. 

 



 

 

  

Department Officers 2026 – 2027 

 President 
Kathy Wright 
5867 111th Street 
Jacksonville, Fl 32244 
(757)  685-1837       
Kathy_wright@bellsouth.net  

 

Junior Vice President 
Jason Estell 
5396 63rd Street N 
St. Petersburg, Fl 33709 
(352)  584-4960 
Jason211983@gmail.com   
 

Secretary 
Debbie Tilley 
22 Surfcrest St. 
St. Augustine, Fl 32080 
 (904) 495-3622 (cell) 
dktilley@comvcast.net   

Senior Vice President 
Margaret Rementer 
22161 Olean Blvd 
Port Charlotte, Fl 33952 
(941)  286-2688 
Bashibee4@yahoo.com   
 

Treasurer 
Cindy Estell 
P.O. Box 55850 
St. Petersburg, Fl 33732 
(727)  417-5450 
dflaux.treas@gmail.com  

Chaplain 
Pauline Riddle 
451 E 3rd Street 
Chuluota, Fl 32766 
(407)  682-2452 
Fireballs44@hotmail.com   
 

Conductor 
Robert “Bob” Kabala         
1006 43rd Avenue N.               
St. Petersburg, Fl 33703    
(727)-308-8508 
rkabala@tampabay.rr.com 

Guard        
Sherri Golder                                  
251 Levy Bay Rd.                     
Panacea, Fl 32436                        
(352) 445-9993 
flyouth2627@gmail.com                                       

 

Chief of Staff 
Debbie McCollum 
5137 Scarsdale Manor Lane 
Orlando, Fl 32818 
407-256-9387 
Ucfnole21@yahoo.com   

  

Know your Department Chairmen: 

• Americanism – Lanaie Reed   Americanismfl@gmail.com  
• Buddy Poppy – Mary Conkle   mmac2123@comcast.net   
• VFW National Home – Jeanne Laurine   Jeannelaurine8@gmail.com  
• Extension Revitalization – Debbie McCollum   Ucfnole21@yahoo.com  
• Historian / Media Relations – Kathy Ingall    vfwauxhistorialn25.26@gmail.com   
• Hospital – Karen Heikkila   hospitalauxfl@yahoo.com  
• Legislative – Betty Bailey   Bann652@aol.com  
• Membership & Mentoring – Holly Evans   hadams1221@hotmail.com  
• Scholarships – Stoney Lawrentz-Edwards   stoneylawrentz@gmail.com  
• Dept. President’s Special Project – Becky Kieffer   bkiso2012@gmail.com  
• Veterans & Family Support – Kelly Barr Kabarr66@msn.com  
• Youth Program – Sherri Golder    flyouth2627@gmail.com                                       
• Program Advisor - Debbie Tilley    dktilley@comcast.net 

Keep up to date with the monthly promotions from your chairmen!  

 
TAKE NOTE: “FOR ASSISTANCE LOGGING ON TO OUR REPORTING WEBSITE: 

CONTACT DEBBIE TILLEY @ dktilley@comcast.net  

DO NOT USE THE CONTACT US BUTTON!” 
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Dates to Remember for 2026 – 2027 
• National Convention                                       Reno, Nevada                                                                               July 24 - 30, 2026_ 
• School of Instruction                                        Florida Hotel, Orlando Fl                                                  August 14 -15, 2026_ 
• Department Fall Conference                       Florida Hotel, Orlando Fl                                              October 30 – 31, 2026_ 
• Southern Conference                                      Montgomery, Texas                                                         October 22 – 25, 2026_ 
• National Mid-Year Conference                   Cruise – Majestic Mirage D.R.                                          February 2 – 7, 2027_ 
• Department Mid-Winter Conference       Florida Hotel, Orlando Fl                                                    February 4 – 7, 2027_ 
• C.A.F.E National                                                 Washington D.C.                                                  February 28 – March 4, 2027                                                                                                                                 
• National Sr. Vice Conference                       Kansas City Mo                                                                         March 18-21, 2027_ 
• National Presidents Visit                                                                                                                                          March 18-21, 2027_                                 
• Auxiliary Presidents Homecoming                                                                                                                                 April 10, 2027_ 
• Department Commander Homecoming___                                                                                                    __      April 17, 2027_ 
• Veterans Village Picnic                                    Fort McCoy, Florida                                                                       March 20, 2027_ 
• Planning Meeting for Margaret Rementer                                                                                                                      April 3, 2027_ 
• Department Judging                                                                                                                                                       April 29-30, 2027_ 
• National Jr. Vice Conference                      National Home Eaton Rapids, Mi                                            May 13-17, 2027_ 
• Department Convention                               Renaissance Orlando, Fl                                                            June 17-20, 2027_ 
• National Convention                                       Milwaukee, Wisconsin                                                    July 31- August 4, 2027_ 

 
 

Attention! 
The Sunshine E. Newsletter 
has a new Email Address. 
Please submit your pictures 
and stories to the link below 
or click on the QR Code for a 
direct link.  

vfwauxflssenl@gmail.com  

  

 
 

 

 

 

Video:                                            
Sunshine E Newsletter – 
Passing the Torch. 
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